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Summary of Book

(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Capture the summary from the author’s website. Either source the summary or rewrite. Make certain to always provide credit. The summary only needs to be one or two paragraphs)
Two kids with the same name, liv​ing in the same city. One grew up to be a Rhodes Scholar, dec​o​rated com​bat vet​eran, White House Fel​low, and busi​ness leader. The other is serv​ing a life sen​tence in prison for felony mur​der. Here is the story of two boys and the jour​ney of a generation.

In Decem​ber 2000, the Bal​ti​more Sun ran a small piece about Wes Moore, a local stu​dent who had just received a Rhodes Schol​ar​ship. The same paper also ran a series of arti​cles about four young men who had allegedly killed a police offi​cer in a spec​tac​u​larly botched armed rob​bery. The police were still hunt​ing for two of the sus​pects who had gone on the lam, a pair of broth​ers. One was named Wes Moore.

Wes just couldn’t shake off the unset​tling coin​ci​dence, or the inkling that the two shared much more than space in the same news​pa​per. After fol​low​ing the story of the rob​bery, the man​hunt, and the trial to its con​clu​sion, he wrote a let​ter to the other Wes, now a con​victed mur​derer serv​ing a life sen​tence with​out the pos​si​bil​ity of parole. His let​ter ten​ta​tively asked the ques​tions that had been haunt​ing him: Who are you? How did this happen?
That let​ter led to a cor​re​spon​dence and rela​tion​ship that has lasted for sev​eral years. Over dozens of let​ters and prison vis​its, Wes dis​cov​ered that the other Wes had a life not unlike his own: Both had grown up in sim​i​lar neigh​bor​hoods and had dif​fi​cult child​hoods, both were father​less; they’d hung out on sim​i​lar cor​ners with sim​i​lar crews, and both had run into trou​ble with the police. At each stage of their young lives they had come across sim​i​lar moments of deci​sion, yet their choices and the peo​ple in their lives would lead them to aston​ish​ingly dif​fer​ent destinies.

Told in alter​nat​ing dra​matic nar​ra​tives that take read​ers from heart-wrenching losses to moments of sur​pris​ing redemp​tion, The Other Wes Moore tells the story of a gen​er​a​tion of boys try​ing to find their way in a chal​leng​ing and at times, hos​tile world. 







About the Author (Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Capture the author background from the author’s website. Either source the summary or rewrite. Make certain to always provide credit. The author summary only needs to be one or two paragraphs)
Wes Moore is a youth advo​cate, Army com​bat vet​eran, promis​ing busi​ness leader and author.

Wes grad​u​ated Phi Theta Kappa as a com​mis​sioned offi​cer from Val​ley Forge Mil​i​tary Col​lege in 1998 and Phi Beta Kappa from Johns Hop​kins Uni​ver​sity in 2001 with a bachelor’s degree in Inter​na​tional Rela​tions. At Johns Hop​kins he was hon​ored by the Mary​land Col​lege Foot​ball Hall of Fame. He com​pleted an MLitt in Inter​na​tional Rela​tions from Oxford Uni​ver​sity as a Rhodes Scholar in 2004. Wes was a para​trooper and Cap​tain in the United States Army, serv​ing a com​bat tour of duty in Afghanistan with the elite 1st Brigade of the 82nd Air​borne Divi​sion in 2005–2006. Wes spear​headed the Amer​i​can strate​gic sup​port plan for the Afghan Rec​on​cil​i​a​tion Pro​gram that unites for​mer insur​gents with the new Afghan Gov​ern​ment. He is rec​og​nized as an author​ity on the rise and ram​i​fi​ca​tions of rad​i​cal Islamism in the West​ern Hemi​sphere. A White House Fel​low from 2006–2007, Wes served as a Spe​cial Assis​tant to Sec​re​tary of State Con​doleezza Rice. Fol​low​ing his time at the White House, Wes became an invest​ment pro​fes​sional in New York at Cit​i​group, focus​ing on global tech​nol​ogy and alter​na​tive invest​ments. In 2009 he was selected as an Asia Soci​ety Fel​low. Moore was named one of Ebony magazine’s “Top 30 Lead​ers Under 30” for 2007 and Crain’s New York Busi​ness’ “40 Under 40 Ris​ing Stars” in 2009.

Wes is pas​sion​ate about sup​port​ing U.S. vet​er​ans and exam​in​ing the roles edu​ca​tion, men​tor​ing and pub​lic ser​vice play in the lives of Amer​i​can youth. He serves on the board of the Iraq Afghanistan Vet​er​ans of Amer​ica (IAVA) and founded an orga​ni​za​tion called STAND! through Johns Hop​kins that works with Bal​ti​more youth involved in the crim​i​nal jus​tice sys​tem. Wes was a fea​tured speaker at the 2008 Demo​c​ra​tic National Con​ven​tion in Den​ver and addressed the crowd from Invesco Field. He has also spo​ken at the National Foun​da​tion for Teach​ing Entre​pre​neur​ship (NFTE) Busi​ness Plan Com​pe​ti​tion, South​ern Regional Con​fer​ence of the National Soci​ety of Edu​ca​tors, the edu​ca​tion reform ses​sion of the third annual Race & Rec​on​cil​i​a​tion in Amer​ica con​fer​ence, and the first 9/11 National Day of Ser​vice and Remembrance.
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He has been fea​tured by such media out​lets as Peo​ple Mag​a​zine, The New York Times, The Wash​ing​ton Post, CSPAN, and MSNBC, amongst oth​ers.  Wes’ first book, The Other Wes Moore, will be pub​lished by Spiegel & Grau, an imprint of Ran​dom House, in late April 2010.

Wes Moore was born in 1978 and was three years old when his father, a respected radio and tele​vi​sion host, died in front of him. His mother, hop​ing for a bet​ter future for her fam​ily, made great sac​ri​fices to send Wes and his sis​ters to pri​vate school. Caught between two worlds—the afflu​ence of his class​mates and the strug​gles of his neighbors—Wes began to act out, suc​cumb​ing to bad grades, sus​pen​sions, and delin​quen​cies. Des​per​ate to reverse his behav​ior, his mother sent him to mil​i​tary school in Penn​syl​va​nia. After try​ing to escape five times, Wes finally decided to stop rail​ing against the sys​tem and become account​able for his actions. By grad​u​a​tion six years later, Moore was com​pany com​man​der over​see​ing 125 cadets.

On Decem​ber 11, 2000, The Bal​ti​more Sun ran an arti​cle about how Wes, despite his trou​bled child​hood, had just received The Rhodes Schol​ar​ship. At the same time, The Sun was run​ning sto​ries —even​tu​ally more than 100 in all—about four African-American men who were arrested for the mur​der of an off-duty Bal​ti​more police offi​cer dur​ing an armed rob​bery. One of the men con​victed was just two years older than Wes, lived in the same neigh​bor​hood, and in an uncanny turn, was also named Wes Moore.

Wes won​dered how two young men from the same city, who were around the same age, and even shared a name, could arrive at two com​pletely dif​fer​ent des​tinies. The jux​ta​po​si​tion between their lives, and the ques​tions it raised about account​abil​ity, chance, fate and fam​ily, had a pro​found impact on Wes. He decided to write to the other Wes Moore, and much to his sur​prise, a month later he received a let​ter back. He vis​ited the other Wes in prison over a dozen times, spoke with his fam​ily and friends, and dis​cov​ered star​tling par​al​lels between their lives: both had dif​fi​cult child​hoods, they were both father​less, were hav​ing trou​ble in the class​room; they’d hung out on sim​i​lar cor​ners with sim​i​lar crews, and had run into trou​ble with the police. Yet at each stage of their lives, at sim​i​lar moments of deci​sion, they would head down dif​fer​ent paths towards aston​ish​ingly diver​gent des​tinies. Wes real​ized in their two sto​ries was a much larger tale about the con​se​quences of per​sonal respon​si​bil​ity and the imper​a​tive​ness of edu​ca​tion and com​mu​nity for a gen​er​a​tion of boys search​ing for their way.

Seek​ing to help other young peo​ple to redi​rect their lives, Wes is com​mit​ted to being a pos​i​tive influ​ence and help​ing kids find the sup​port they need to enact change. Point​ing out that a high school stu​dent drops out every nine sec​onds, Wes says that pub​lic servants—the teach​ers, men​tors and vol​un​teers who work with our youth—are as imper​a​tive to our national stand​ing and sur​vival as are our armed forces. “Pub​lic ser​vice does not have to be an occu​pa​tion,” he says, “but it must be a way of life.”

Moore lives with his wife Dawn in New Jersey. 

Discussion Questions

(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: As you read through the book, think of appropriate/applicable questions. Keep in mind that the questions should be directed to a 9th/10th grade reading level. Try to avoid yes-or-no questions without requiring further elaboration from students, e.g., how, why)
Context:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: You do not need to have questions in every section. This section is just a guideline to ensure comparability with the other curriculum guides)
How well does Moore describe the culture of the streets, where young boys grow up believing that violence transforms them into men? Talk about the street culture—its violence, drug dealing, disdain for education. What creates that ethos and why do so many young men find it attractive?
Talk about the role of family—and especially the present or absence of fathers—in the lives of children. Consider the role of the two mothers, Joy and Mary, as well as the care of the author's grandparents in this book.
Do you think having “positive” role models as a child serves as a deterrent to a life of crime? Is what constitutes a “positive” role model the same for everyone or does it vary?

Should we blame ourselves for our mistakes or should we blame our parents? How much do expectations from family, friends, teachers, and community members play in shaping your life/ both Wes Moores' lives?


Do you agree with Wes’s opinion that the expectations that others place on us help us form our expectations of ourselves? Why or why not?

Do you think the success of Wes Moore was due to the decisions he made in his life or the decisions that were made for him (to send him away to military school)? Do you think the financial resources that Joy Moore was able to obtain to send her son to military school was the difference between his success and failure? Why or why not?
Do you think the other Wes Moore would have had a better chance in life if his mother had more money? Why or why not?


During their youth, Wes and Wes spend most of their time in crime- ridden Baltimore and the Bronx. How important was that environment in shaping their stories and personalities?


The author attributes Wes’s eventual incarceration to shortsightedness, an inability to critically think about the future. Do you agree? Why or why not?


Why is the idea of “going straight” so unappealing to the incarcerated Wes and his peers?

What does it mean for our culture to have such a large population living and working outside the boundaries of the law?

Structure/ Narrative:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: You do not need to have questions in every section. This section is just a guideline to ensure comparability with the other curriculum guides)

Why was the author haunted by the story of his namesake? What was the reason he insisted on meeting him in prison? Talk about the awkwardness of the two Weses' first meeting and their gradual openness and sharing with one another.
Did you like the authors writing style?
Character:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: You do not need to have questions in every section. This section is just a guideline to ensure comparability with the other curriculum guides)
In writing about the Wes Moore who is in prison, Wes Moore the author says, "The chilling truth is that his life could have been mine. The tragedy is that my story could have been his." What do you make of that statement? Do you think Moore is correct?
The overriding question of this book is what critical factors in the lives of these two men, who were similar in many ways, created such a vast difference in their destinies?
Tony had a tremendous impact on Wes #2. What where some examples of how Tony’s influence affected Wes and contributed to his choices in life?

Wes 1 and Wes 2 started off in the same place. Both grew up in single-parent households with working-class mothers, in neighborhoods filled with crime and drugs. At what point do you think their paths diverged, leading one to success and another to a life of crime? What was that life changing moment?

Did you enjoy the story? Which character(s) did you enjoy reading about the most?

Do you think Wes 2 is resentful that he ended up in jail, and that Wes 1 wrote a book about it?
The tale of two men named Wes is also a tale of two mothers. What are some similarities between Mary Moore and Joy Moore? What are some of the differences – particularly their reactions to their sons’ misbehavior?

Content/ Plot:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: You do not need to have questions in every section. This section is just a guideline to ensure comparability with the other curriculum guides)
The book begins with a scene in which the author is reprimanded for hitting his sister. Why is it important for conflicts to be solved through means other than violence? In what way do the Weses differ in their approaches to physical confrontations, and why?

Why did young Wes, who ran away from military school five times, finally decide to stay put?
Both Wes’ had absent fathers. Do you think the way in which they lost their fathers influenced their choices in life?
What was the turning point in Wes’s life at military school that changed his attitude from a rebel to a leader? (Chapter 6)

Why did Wes feel that the Army made it easier for him to love his country, with all its flaws, and to serve her with all of his heart? (p. 131)


Why do you think the incarcerated Wes continues to proclaim his innocence regarding his role in the crime for which he was convicted?

Language and Symbolism:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: You do not need to have questions in every section. This section is just a guideline to ensure comparability with the other curriculum guides)
What are the main themes in this story?
Oprah Winfrey has said that "when you hear this story, it's going to turn the way you think about free will and fate upside down." So, which is it...freedom or determinism? If determinism, what kind of determinism—God, cosmic fate, environment, biology, psychology? Or if freedom, to what degree are we free to choose and create our own destiny?
From prison, the other Wes responded to the author's initial letter with his own letter, in which he said, "When you're in here, you think people don't even know you're alive anymore." Talk about the power of hope versus hopelessness for those imprisoned. What difference can it make to a prisoner to know that he or she is remembered?
The author Wes asked the prisoner Wes, "when did you first know you were a man?" Talk about the significance of that question...and how each man responded.
In what ways does the story demonstrate the idea of “nurture vs. nature” or “being a product of your environment?”

From the following statement made by Wes # 1, “I was becoming too “rich” for the kids from the neighborhood and too “poor” for the kids at school  … Thinking way too much in each situation and getting tangled in the contradiction between my two worlds.” one can assume the psychological effect “living in two worlds” had on Wes. How do you think Wes was able to deal with living two lives?
Wes dedicates the book to “the women who helped shape [his] journey to manhood.” Discuss the way women are seen in Wes’s community. What impact do they have on their sons?


Throughout the book, the author sometimes expresses confusion at his own motivations. Why do you think he is so driven to understand the other Wes’s life?


Other:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: You do not need to have questions in every section. This section is just a guideline to ensure comparability with the other curriculum guides)
Has this book left you with any ideas for ameliorating the conditions that led to the imprisonment of the other Wes Moore? What can be done to ensure a more productive life for the many young men who grow up on the streets?
Where you able to find any similarities between your life and any of the characters?

The author also points out that while we're in the middle of things and learning how to deal with life, the obviously correct choices aren't obviously correct to us. Discuss the role of an adult mentor/role model in a child’s life.

Consider the following statement from a recent book review of The Other Wes Moore. Do you agree with this review? Why or why not?
Any reader of the book could tell -- the difference is class. Both his parents were college educated, his mother was more involved in his life and had vastly greater financial resources to devote to him, and he had high-achieving siblings. That's pretty much it. When the eventually-successful Wes made some poor decisions as a kid, his mom was able to ask her parents for the money to put him first in private school, and eventually in an elite military academy. Once he prospered in that environment, doors started opening for him, as the network of connections started helping him up the ladder. The other Wes's mother had no financial or familial support to draw upon, and eventually lost control of her son, whose main male role model was his drug-dealing half-brother.

So, ultimately, there's not much of a lesson here, nor any kind of revelatory strategy for

helping young black men. But it is a very instructive case study on how class mechanisms

work in America, and what they mean in a tangible, concrete sense.

(http://www.bookadda.com/)

Discuss this quote from Colonel Murphy

“When it is time for you to leave this school, leave your job, or even leave this earth, you

make sure you have worked hard to make sure it mattered you were ever here.”


Wes Moore said, “…life and death, freedom and bondage, hang in the balance of every action we take.” (p. xiv) Do you agree or disagree? Why or why not?

The author says to the other Wes, “I guess it’s hard sometimes to distinguish between second chances and last chances.” What do you think he means? What is each Wes’s “last chance”? Discuss the differences in how each one uses that chance and why they make the decisions they do.

10 General Questions for any book
1. How did you feel about the book?  What was the experience of reading it like for you?

2. What do you think the author was trying to accomplish with this novel? 

3. Who was your favorite character? What did you appreciate about him/her? 

4. Sometimes when we read we relate to a particular character.  Did you find anyone you related to in this book?  Why?   If you didn't, is there value in reading about people very different from ourselves?  

5. Consider the main character: what does he or she believe in? What is he or she willing to fight for?

6. At the end of the book, do you feel hope for the characters? 

7. Are any of the events in the book relevant to your own life? 

8. Was the story credible? The characters credible? 

9. What is the favorite book you've ever read, why?
10. What is your favorite Book -to- movie?  Why?  What were the differences between book and movie?  What did you like better in which version?
Enrichment Ideas for Discussion
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Capture enrichment ideas for facilitators to use during an ABG session, such as small group activities; accountable “talks”; games; role play; or props)
Small group activity: Compose a pros and cons list comparing  the moms, Joy(Wes 1)  and Mary(Wes 2).What are some of their strengths and weaknesses? Consider their upbringing, family values and parenting styles in the comparison.

Enrichment Ideas for Teachers
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Capture enrichment ideas for teachers to implement book into language arts curriculum, such as writing or art projects; lessons; historical relevance; or vocabulary)
Watch the trailer: http://www.youtube.com//watch_popup?v=udQWOfALwj4 
Other media: http://theotherwesmoore.com/press-appearances/media-clips/ 
Vocabulary Section: 

(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Provide vocabulary that may be challenging for students in this section for teachers to review with their students)
Common Core
http://community.lessonplanet.com/t/are-you-the-master-of-your-fate/796
Title: The Other Wes Moore


By: Wes Moore








How to Use the ABG Curriculum Guide: 

1. Review the author information, discussion questions and enrichment ideas

2. Select a few questions (e.g. 5-8) to ask/review at the ABG session

3. Reword the question(s) to make your own. Think of good follow-up questions. (i.e., What is the character’s relation to the family housekeeper? Are social classes important in Iran? What characteristics determine a person’s social class? Describe the family’s social class.)
4. Do not use the curriculum guide as your only source of preparation. It is recommended to conduct your own research in addition to reviewing the guide. If the guide is too overwhelming, please just use the questions/information that is applicable to you.

5. Make the facilitation your own – showcase your personality. The guide is designed to provide suggestions. Your facilitation should not directly mirror what is provided in the guide.

6. If you need more support, please consult your site manager and/or the Words Alive Program Manager.

