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TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Patience 

• Persistence 

 

Tips for every book! 

 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

 

THE VERY CLUMSY CLICK 
BEETLE 

THE VERY CLUMSY CLICK BEETLE  

AUTHOR: ERIC CARLE 

ILLUSTRATOR:  ERIC CARLE 

See a video of the book read aloud here: The Very Clumsy Click Beetle 

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

This is the story of a little click beetle that is eager to learn what older beetles already know. It 

takes him several frustrating tries, but with the encouragement of other creatures, he finally gets 

it – and it is well worth the effort.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Eric Carle was born in Syracuse, New York to German immigrant parents. When he was 6 years 

old, his family moved back to Germany. Eric was very unhappy in school in Germany since the 

teachers were very strict. He finally moved back to America as a young adult. He loved going on 

nature walks with his father and discovered all kinds of creatures in the forest. These creatures 

have become the main characters in many of his books.  

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR 

Carle uses colored tissue paper to make his illustrations. He tears the tissue paper into different 

sizes and shapes and then splashed, splattered and finger painted acrylic paints onto the thin 

tissue paper. His style of collages is very distinct to him. 

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and make 
predictions:  

• What is a click beetle? Where do we find them? 

• What does it mean to be “clumsy”? 

• I wonder what this story will be about. What do you think? 

DURING THE STORY  

Use these while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content.  

• Opening pages: What do you think the click beetle is doing? 

• (p. 1) How do we know it is morning? 

• (p. 4) What is a “blade” of grass? Can you think of other types of blades? 

• (p. 5) Why is the word “HELP” in capital letters? 

•  (p. 11) What do you think will happen when the little beetle tries to land on his feet? 

https://youtu.be/BKRPYeNXPIc?list=PLsxhaZKvViNrKZDoiKTT_a7blFTit-0zc


• (p. 15) I wonder why the little beetle keeps saying “ How very clumsy of me”. 

• (p. 19) Why do you think the others animals keep telling him what to do? 

• (p. 20-21) What is this large creature coming toward the little beetle? 

• (p. 25) What are ”somersaults”?  

AFTER READING  

Use these after reading the story to help students understand what they just read.  

• What do you think will happen next? 

• What have you tried to do that was very hard to learn? Was there someone else who helped you learn that task? 

• What would you tell someone who is having trouble learning something? 

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• (p. 9) There is a word on this page all in capitals. On the count of three, say it out LOUD. 

• (p. 25) If you can do a somersault, roll your hands like the “wheels on the bus”. (reader demonstrate) 

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• Tell a partner what you would like to explore in the world around you. (reader - gather ideas from the group) 

EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

• Make your own beetle by cutting out an oval and coloring his body. Attach (glue) a small clothespin on the under 

side. When you press down on the top of the body, your beetle will land wither on his back or his feet. 

 


