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I. INTRODUCTION (PREP QUESTIONS) 

 Ask students why they think there are wolves in so many fairy tales (they are scary, vicious, attack people, 

etc.).  Have students share what they know about wolves.  Tell students that although wolves are not gentle 

animals, they don’t hunt or hurt people.  They eat other animals.  They are important to the balance of nature 

(will be further discussed later). 

 Tell students that The Wolves are Back is an informational text about the history of wolves in the United 

States, specifically in Yellowstone National Park.  Explain that the events in the book happened over many 

years.  Have students share their ideas on what the title means when it says the wolves are back. 

 Ask students if they have ever heard of a food chain and to explain what it is.  

 
II.   INTEGRATIVE STRATEGIES 

During Reading  

 Pp. 1-2: Read; have students define carcass using illustration and context clues. Ask students what we are 
wondering (where were the wolves before they came back)? 

 

 Pp. 3-4: Read; discuss the various animal groups feeding off the carcass.  Again ask, “What are we all still 
wondering?” 

 

 Pp. 5-6: Read; ask students what we have now learned (where the wolves had gone).  Ask students why it says 48 
states.  Discuss reasons for the decision and ask students to share their opinions about shooting the wolves, 
including why.   

 

 Pp. 7-8: Read; ask students about the feeling tone on this page (peaceful, etc.).  
 

 Pp. 9-10: Read: refer back to the first paragraph and ask students why the opinions of visitors changed in wanting 
the wolves back (wolves had never harmed any humans).     

 

 Pp. 11-12: Read; discuss the concept of cause→ effect.  Remind students that an effect is something that 

happens, and a cause is something that makes it happen.  Have students apply it to this passage (effect: the 

Vesper sparrow had not been in Lamar Valley for almost one hundred years; cause: without wolves, the elk herds 

★ 3rd Grade Common Core Reading Standard ★ 

Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or 

concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains 

to time, sequence, and cause/effect. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P_l4HXOQIXM&index=265&list=PLsxhaZKvViNrKZDoiKTT_a7blFTit-0zc


increased, eating all the grasses that the Vesper sparrows needed for food and nesting material).  Point out that 

the balance of nature was no longer balanced. 

 Pp. 13-14: Read; continue cause→ effect impact and how reintroducing the wolves brought the balance back. 
 

 Pp. 15-18: Read; continue cause→ effect impact. 
 

 Pp. 21-24: Read; continue cause→ effect impact. 
 

 Pp. 27-28: Read; continue cause→ effect impact. 
 

 
III. INTEGRATIVE STRATEGIES 

Post Reading 
 

 What do you think the author’s opinion is of wolves?  Why do you think so?  What do you think her message was 
to readers, and why? 

 

 Have students discuss the cause→effect impact to the balance of nature in the ocean if all sharks were destroyed 

(increased seal population eating many more fish, etc.).  Why is the balance in nature so important? 


