
 

WORDS ALIVE: TICO AND THE GOLDEN WINGS 

TICO AND THE GOLDEN WINGS  

AUTHOR: LEO LIONNI 

ILLUSTRATOR: LEO LIONNI  

See a video of the book read aloud here: Tico and the Golden Wings 

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

“Tico, a little bird born without wings, is one day granted his dearest wish. But the wings he 

gets are made of gold and his bird friends turn against him. “You think you are better than 

we are,” they say. What Tico does with his golden feathers—and the important lesson he 

learns—is a fable that children will take to their hearts.”  (Amazon) 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR 

“As a child growing up in Holland, Leo Lionni taught himself how to draw. He earned a 

doctorate in economics from the University of Genoa, but began his career as an author and 

illustrator of children's books at the age of 50. His first book Little Blue and Little 

Yellow came from a story written for his grandchildren during a boring train ride. He is the 

winner of four Caldecott awards.”  (Leo Lionni) 

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and 
make predictions:  

• Cover the title.  I wonder what this book might be about? 

• Introduce the title and author.  

• What clues does the cover indicate about the setting? 

• What genre do you think this story might be?  

• Listen and see what the problem is and if there is a lesson at the end of the story.   

DURING THE STORY  

Use these while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content.  

•  (p.2) Who do you think is talking on this page? Is this how most books are written? 

• (p.4) How do you think it would feel not being able to fly if you were a bird?  

• (p.10) How did the author compare words to make us understand how things 

looked? 

• (p.14) I wonder why Tico decided to give away his gold feather? 

• (p.20) Why did the author give Tico real feathers? 

• (p.24) How do you think the other birds will treat Tico without his golden wings? 

TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Fables 

• Generosity 

• Individuality 

• Animals 

• Friendship 

 
Tips for every book! 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

TICO AND THE GOLDEN 
WINGS 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bgISyD3Bzjw&list=PLsxhaZKvViNrKZDoiKTT_a7blFTit-0zc&index=237
https://www.amazon.com/Golden-Wings-Knopf-Childrens-Paperbacks/dp/0394830784
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/calendar-activities/today-lionni-birthday-20498.html


• (p.30) How did Tico change from the beginning to the end of the story? 

AFTER READING  

Use these after reading the story to help students understand what they just read.  

• How did Tico’s bird friends change throughout the story? 

• Describe Tico’s character traits as he gave away his golden feathers? 

• I wonder why the author felt this was an important story to write? 

• What important lesson did Tico learn from the time he received the golden wings and then gave them all away? 

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• If you found a golden feather, what would you do?   

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• Have you ever had something special that made people treat you differently? Did people treat you kindly or were 

they jealous? Share with a partner what you had and how it made you feel. 

SMALL-GROUP IDEAS  

1. DISCUSSION ACTIVITY  

• Conduct a picture walk and let each child find their favorite page and tell why. 

• How is this fable similar to Zomo the Tricksters Tale? 

• How did Leo Lionni illustrations make you feel during the story? 

• Is there another way the other birds could have reacted to Tico’s new golden wings? 

• Who would you share your golden wing with if you found one? 

Suggested Optional Activity: 

• Share a trait that you have which is different from your friends. Describe how it makes you feel to be different.  

How do other people treat you?    

2. WRITING ACTIVTY 

• Imagine that the Wishing Bird grants you 3 wishes.  One for yourself, one for someone else, and one for the world. 

Write what those wishes would be. 

3. EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

• Fold a paper into thirds.  Retell the story through drawings by illustrating the beginning, middle and end of the 

story.  Include at least three different characters in your pictures. 

COMMON CORE LINKS 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL. 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2,5, 2.7. 

 


