
Read Aloud Program: Book Enrichment Guide  

Title: Too Tall Houses 

Author: Gianna Marino 

Age Range: 3-7 

Topics/Themes: Rhyming, problem solving, resolving conflicts, friendship, competition 

Vocabulary:  Twilight, chittered 

See video of this book read aloud here: Too Tall Houses 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES 

I. COMPONENTS OF BOOK (REVIEW EACH SESSION) 
•Author, Illustrator (roles of each) 
•Title; front and back covers; spine  

II. INTRODUCTION (PREP QUESTIONS) 
•What animals do you see of the cover? 
•How do you think they are feeling? 
•The title of story is Too Tall Houses.  Explain to students the difference between “too” and “two” and 

why it is appropriate for this story.   

III. STORY TIME 
a. Discussion Questions 

• Why did the rabbit and the owl begin to argue? 
• Ask students to use the illustration to describe how Owl felt when Rabbit watered his rooftop 

garden.  
• Stop during reading and discuss possible solutions. 
• What happened when their houses were too tall? 
• Did each animal need a bigger house? 
• How did Owl and Rabbit work together at the end of story?   
• Do you think it would have been better for Owl and Rabbit to try and work things out before 

competing with taller houses?  
• What do you think Owl and Rabbit learned? 

b. Related Songs, Rhymes, & Finger Plays 
• What Goes Around 

I helped Bo 
Bo helped Mo 
Mo helped Mei 
Mei helped Ray 
Ray helped Bea 
And Bea helped me 
“What goes around comes around” 
That’s how it ought to be. 

My Best Friend & I 

Sometimes we’re smiley 
Sometimes we’re frowny 
Sometimes we’re uppy 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=goya9QGriE4


Sometimes we’re downy 

But mostly we’re caring 
And mostly we’re sharing 
And mostly we’re laughy 
And yappy and happy! 

IV. SUPPLEMENTARY  ACTIVITIES 
• Bring in a popsicle stick.  Hand the stick to a student and have them tell one way they could work 

together with a friend.  


