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TORTILLAS ARE ROUND  

AUTHOR: ROSEANNE GREENFIELD THONG 

ILLUSTRATOR: JOHN PARRA  

See a video of the book read aloud here: Tortillas are Round 

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

This is a book about shapes and how they are everywhere around us in all sorts of common 

objects. The story is written in both English and Spanish and highlights some common Spanish 

words. This is an opportunity to teach these words. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Roseanne Thong wrote her first poem when she was 4 years old. She always wrote while in bed 

since her mom would not let her get up before 7:00am. After college, she wrote for many 

newspapers and then went on to teach English in many foreign countries. She was living in Hong 

Kong when she wrote her first book about shapes for her 2-year-old daughter. 

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR 

John Parra is an award-winning illustrator, fine artist, designer and educator. In 2015, his artwork 

and books were shown at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City. He graduated from 

Art school in Pasadena CA and now lives with his wife in Queens, NY. His illustrations are very 

colorful, rich in Hispanic culture and present community and family in a positive way. 

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these questions before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and 
make predictions:  

• What do you notice on the cover? 

• I wonder what the children are doing on the cover? 

• If you’ve ever eaten a tortilla rub your belly! 

• We’re going to hear some rhyming words in the story! Let’s try to listen for them. 

DURING THE STORY  

Use these questions while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content.  

Emergent Literacy (Comprehension - connections to world/self - print referencing - open ended 

questions - phonological awareness). 

• Put a thumbs-up when you hear rhyming words throughout the book. 

TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Shapes 

• Family 

• Community 

activities 

 

Tips for every book! 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

 

TORTILLAS ARE ROUND 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YvwFuFqwFGk&index=243&t=4s&list=PLsxhaZKvViNrKZDoiKTT_a7blFTit-0zc


• (p. 1) I wonder what ‘sombreros’ are? 

• (p. 3-4) Can you point out all the objects that are round? Is there another word used for ‘round’ (circle). 

• (p.5) Does anyone know what the word ‘abuela’ mean? 

• (p.5) Can you think of more round objects? 

• (p.6) I wonder what word board game they’re playing? Have you ever seen this spelling game? 

• (p.13) I notice that a rectangle is similar to a square but how are they different? 

• I wonder what ‘paletas’ are? Do you know what it could be from the illustration? 

• (p.17) How many triangles do you notice? 

AFTER READING  

Use these questions while after reading the story to help students understand what they just read.  

• Raise your hand if you learned any new words today! Examples? 

• What was your favorite part of the book? 

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• Turn to a friend and share where you can find all these shapes in the world! 

• What shapes are the foods you eat? 

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• Draw the shapes in the air with your finger! 

• Point to self and say, “me too” if you know where to find these shapes! Share with a partner or out loud with the class! 

 

1. EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

• Draw a circle on a piece of paper and have student draw or cutout shapes to glue onto the circle. 

 


