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TWO BAD ANTS  

AUTHOR: CHRIS VAN ALLSBURG 

ILLUSTRATOR: CHRIS VAN ALLSBURG   

See a video of the book read aloud here: Two Bad Ants 

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

When an ant scout returns home with a mysterious crystal, the queen ant decides it is the 

most delicious food she has ever tasted. That evening the other ants, wishing to make the 

queen happy, set off on a journey to fetch home as many of these crystals as they can carry. 

The journey is a dangerous one. Following the scout, the ants travel through the "forest" to 

the "mountain" they must climb in order to reach the treasure they see. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR 

Chris Van Allsburg is an American illustrator and writer of children's books. He was born in 
Michigan in 1949. He has won two Caldecott Medals for U.S. picture book illustration, for 
Jumanji and The Polar Express, both of which he also wrote. 

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and 
make predictions:  

• Is there anything on the cover that tells you why the ants are bad? 

• This story is told from the point of view of the ants. 

• Introduce Chris van Allsburg and the many books he has written. 

DURING THE STORY  

Use these while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content.  
•  (p. 4,5) I wonder why the crystals are so delicious. Do you have any idea what they 

could be? 

• (p. 4,5) Why are the ants so big in the illustrations? 

• (p.10) The picture does not seem like a mountain to me. Where do you think the 

ants are? 

• (p.13) What was the sparkling treasure?  There is a clue on the illustration. 

• (p.16) The illustrator has used exaggerated words to show POV of the ants. Thumbs 

up as you hear an exaggerated word. My favorite is “boiling brown lake.” What is 

it? 

• (p.20, 21) Where are the ants now? 

• (p.26) I thought it couldn’t get worse, but it seems the ants are really having a 

problem. Why? 

TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Point of view 

• Working together 

 

Tips for every book! 

 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

 

TWO BAD ANTS 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wOCkVgiWnHo&index=246&list=PLsxhaZKvViNrKZDoiKTT_a7blFTit-0zc&t=1s


AFTER READING  

Use these after reading the story to help students understand what they just read.  

• What did the ants learn from their experience? 

• What did the two ants do that was bad? 

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• Have you or someone you know ever behaved as badly as the ants? 

• What matters to you about your home, your community? 

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• Have you or someone you know ever behaved as badly as the ants? 

• What matters to you about your home, your community? 

SMALL-GROUP IDEAS  

1. DISCUSSION ACTIVITY  

• What could have motivated the author to write this story? 

• I wonder if the story would change if the author removed the exaggeration. Would it change your opinion of the 

story? 

• Would it have been possible for the author to write the story without using POV? 

• If the cause was that the ants learned their lesson, what would the effect be? 

• I noticed that Mr. Van Allsburg used little color in his illustrations. How would you have felt if he had used more 

color? Would it have changed your opinion of the book? 

Suggested Optional Activity: 

• With a partner, describe a part of your classroom from an ant’s perspective. Use as much detail as you can without 

giving it away.  Have your partner guess what you have described. Then have your partner pick another part of the 

classroom and describe it for you. 

2. WRITING ACTIVTY 

• Imagine you are ant sized. What obstacles might you encounter walking around your school? You may write this as 

a poem, a paragraph, or a list. 

3. EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

• Design a cover for a book about the next adventures of the two bad ants.  Begin writing a sequel, a continuation of 
the book we read, telling what trouble they might get into. After all, the ants were only children and this is fiction! 
You might write two or three paragraphs or you might want to write a whole book! 

COMMON CORE LINKS 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL3.1,3.2,3.3,3.4,3.6,3.7, 

 

 


