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ADVOCATES FOR READING @




Summary of Articles
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Capture the summary from the author’s website. Either source the summary or rewrite. Make certain to always provide credit. The summary only needs to be one or two paragraphs)

The KPBS Article covers the City of San Diego’s gang violence in the communities. It discusses how the City of San Diego and the police are working together to combat gang violence. 
About the Author 
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Capture the author background from the author’s website. Either source the summary or rewrite. Make certain to always provide credit. The author summary only needs to be one or two paragraphs)
Ana Tintocalis was a member of the KPBS radio news team from 2001 to 2011. She first served as a as a producer for "These Days" (now "Midday Edition") and then later as the station's education reporter.

After graduating from California State University, Long Beach with a journalism degree, Ana began working as a field reporter and anchor at KLON Radio 88.1 FM in Long Beach, covering breaking news in Orange and Los Angeles counties. During that time she also freelanced for other print and broadcast news organizations, such as Metro Networks, the Associated Press, and Santa Clarita Our Times. In 2001, Ana traveled for more than three months in Cuba where she produced a radio series focusing on the street music in Havana. Upon returning from her journey, Ana freelanced as a reporter covering court cases for the Antelope Valley Press, a newspaper based in Palmdale, California. (www.kpbs.org)

Learning Target for Discussion Questions:
· How might we reduce the amount of violence in the community?
Discussion Questions
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: As you read through the book, think of appropriate/applicable questions. Keep in mind that the questions should be directed to a 9th/10th grade reading level. Try to avoid yes-or-no questions without requiring further elaboration from students, e.g., how, why)
Title:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer:  If the title is self-evident, a question(s) regarding the title may not be necessary or applicable)
What does the title, “The Fight to Save Young Lives in San Diego’s Inner City,” suggest the article is about? 
After reading the article, what opinion do you have about the title? Do you think that the article does a good job of describing how the San Diego community is fighting to save young lives? Why or why not? 

Context:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: You do not need to have questions in every section. This section is just a guideline to ensure comparability with the other curriculum guides)
What are your thoughts regarding gangs and gang violence? Why do you think that people join gangs?

Before reading the article, what were your thoughts on gang violence? Did it change after learning that San Diego has more than 90 registered gangs? If so, how did it change? 
Before reading the article, did you think that San Diego had a bad reputation for gang violence? What are you thoughts after reading the article? 
What are some experiences that you might have had with gang violence? Gangs in general?
The article indicates that the city has implemented curfew sweeps within the community. What is the argument behind these sweeps? Do you think they work? Why or why not? If they do not work, what are some other options other than curfew sweeps? If they do work, what are additional solutions the community can do to support these efforts?
Residents and police believe that getting the kids off the streets is part of the solution to gang violence. Since the sweeps, the police indicated that there’s been an 80 percent drop in juvenile homicides. What are some other solutions? How do we keep them from reverting back to gang lifestyle?

The San Diego Police Department’s Gang Unit says that there are 51 known gangs in the mid-city. What are some ways that we can reduce the number of gangs in the communities, therefore reducing the gang violence in the communities? 
Structure/ Narrative:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: You do not need to have questions in every section. This section is just a guideline to ensure comparability with the other curriculum guides)
Content/ Plot:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: You do not need to have questions in every section. This section is just a guideline to ensure comparability with the other curriculum guides)
Police Captain McKinney mentions that some of the kids picked up during the sweeps are as young as 7 years old. What are your thoughts on this statement? 
The American Civil Liberties Union and some criminal defense attorneys make the argument that curfew sweeps criminalize youth behavior. What are your thoughts behind this argument? Do you think that curfew sweeps help our communities? Why or why not? 

What are some other approaches to keeping youth off the streets instead of arresting them? 
10 General Questions for any book
1. How did you feel about the book?  What was the experience of reading it like for you?

2. What do you think the author was trying to accomplish with this novel? 

3. Who was your favorite character? What did you appreciate about him/her? 

4. Sometimes when we read we relate to a particular character.  Did you find anyone you related to in this book?  Why?   If you didn't, is there value in reading about people very different from ourselves?  

5. Consider the main character: what does he or she believe in? What is he or she willing to fight for?

6. At the end of the book, do you feel hope for the characters? 

7. Are any of the events in the book relevant to your own life? 

8. Was the story credible? The characters credible? 

9. What is the favorite book you've ever read, why?
10. What is your favorite Book -to- movie?  Why?  What were the differences between book and movie?  What did you like better in which version?
Enrichment Ideas for Discussion

(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Capture enrichment ideas for facilitators to use during an ABG session, such as small group activities; accountable “talks”; games; role play; or props)
Debate: Split the class into two groups. One group pro curfew sweep and the other against curfew sweep. Have each student in the group discuss a reason why the sweep does or doesn’t work. Then discuss other possible solutions. 

Enrichment Ideas for Teachers
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Capture enrichment ideas for teachers to implement book into language arts curriculum, such as writing or art projects; lessons; historical relevance; or vocabulary)
Discuss other articles for additional facts, other opinions and solutions:

1. http://www.voiceofsandiego.org/topics/news/the-scope-of-san-diegos-gang-problem/ 

2. http://www.kpbs.org/news/public-safety/gangs/ 

3. https://www.sandiego.gov/police/services/units/gangs 

4. http://www.communitydrugalert.ca/pdfs/communitysolution.pdf 

5. https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/rsrcs/pblctns/cmmnt-sltn-gng-2007/index-en.aspx 

Vocabulary Section: 

(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Provide vocabulary that may be challenging for students in this section for teachers to review with their students)

Directions:

Use the Learning Targets and Success Criteria to select a passage from the book.

Give students 7-10 minutes to sit quietly to read the passage and write down their thoughts.

TIPS for using this activity:

1.  Read the questions out loud to get students thinking about the activity sheet they’re about to complete. 

2.  Read the passage out loud in the group.

3.  Encourage students to use their books to pull evidence to support their ideas. 

4. Give students 7-10 minutes to write down their ideas.

5.  Break-down in small groups to discuss their answers. Assign a volunteer to each group.

6.  Use different passages with different learning targets and questions. Have each group with the same learning target discuss their ideas and solutions and report out to the entire group. 

7. Create separate sheets, based on the number of learning targets, for all students to complete. When reporting out to the entire group, allow students to who have not already spoken to share. The purpose of the activity is to get as many students to speak and voice their opinion. Having them write down their ideas give the students an opportunity to have something to share with the class.


Read the following excerpt from the article: 

“Homicides happen in every city. There is no barrier to who is going to die. And if curfew sweeps are what it takes to make sure kids are safe, then that’s what we need to do because I am tired of burying kids.” 

After some thought, please write down your ideas about the passage you just read. Here are the questions that we would like you to answer:

1. What would happen if police continuously swept all youth on the street during curfew sweep? What might the youth decide to do to combat these sweeps?
2. What information can you gather to support your idea, for or against the curfew sweeps?
Note: Please be prepared to share your written thoughts and ideas with the class.

​​​​​

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Title: “The Fight to Save Young Lives in San Diego’s Inner City”


http://www.kpbs.org/news/2010/sep/20/fight-save-young-lives-san-diegos-inner-city/


School: NCTSA


Teacher: Tammy Reina


Theme: Reducing Violence in the Community








Purpose: The purpose of the Read Think Write Pair Share document is to help Words Alive volunteers increase high-level thinking and student participation with the classroom.





Learning Target: Reducing violence in the community.





Success Criteria:  Students will be able to discuss potential solutions to gang violence in the San Diego community. 








How to Use the ABG Curriculum Guide: 

1. Review the author information, discussion questions and enrichment ideas

2. Select a few questions (e.g. 5-8) to ask/review at the ABG session

3. Reword the question(s) to make your own. Think of good follow-up questions. (i.e., What is the character’s relation to the family housekeeper? Are social classes important in Iran? What characteristics determine a person’s social class? Describe the family’s social class.)
4. Do not use the curriculum guide as your only source of preparation. It is recommended to conduct your own research in addition to reviewing the guide. If the guide is too overwhelming, please just use the questions/information that is applicable to you.

5. Make the facilitation your own – showcase your personality. The guide is designed to provide suggestions. Your facilitation should not directly mirror what is provided in the guide.

6. If you need more support, please consult your site manager and/or the Words Alive Program Manager.

