
WORDS ALIVE: WAITING FOR THE BIBLIOBURRO 
 

TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Libraries 

• Reading 

• Perseverance 

• Community 

 

Tips for every book! 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

 

WAITING FOR THE 
BIBLIOBURRO 

WAITING FOR THE BIBLIOBURRO  

AUTHOR:  MONICA BROWN 

ILLUSTRATOR:  JOHN PARRA 

See a video of the book read aloud here: Waiting for the Biblioburro 

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

Ana loves stories. She often makes them up to help her little brother fall asleep. But in her 

small village there are only a few books and she has read them all. One morning, Ana wakes 

up to the clip-clop of hooves, and there before her, is the most wonderful sight: a traveling 

library resting on the backs of two burros – all the books a little girl could dream of, with 

enough stories to encourage her to create one of her own. Inspired by the heroic efforts of 

real-life librarian Luis Soriano, award-winning picture book creators Monica Brown and John 

Parra introduce readers to the mobile library that journeys over mountains and through 

valleys to bring literacy and culture to rural Colombia, and to the children who wait for the 

Biblioburro. (amazon.com) 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Monica Brown is a Professor of English at Northern Arizona University, specializing in U.S. 

Latino Literature and Multicultural Literature. Her books have received numerous starred 

reviews and accolades. Monica's books are inspired by her Peruvian-American heritage and 

desire to share Latino/a stories with children. She lives with her husband and two daughters 

in Flagstaff, Arizona. (monicabrown.net) 

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR 

John Parra is an award-winning illustrator, designer, teacher, and fine art painter. His 

children’s books have earned numerous awards, including the SCBWI Golden Kite Award, 

ALA’s Pura Belpré Honors, the Christopher Award, the International Latino Book Award, and 

many more. He currently lives with his wife, Maria, in Queens, New York.” 

(fullcircleliterary.com/john-parra) 

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and 
make predictions:  

• How does the cover illustration give you clues to what this book might be about? 

• Do you think this will be fiction or non-fiction? 

• Listen to find out why a man would ride a donkey with books. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ltBZELUKdAk&t=5s


DURING THE STORY  

Use these while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content: 

• (dedication page) Let’s read this page. Sometimes there is interesting information about the story. 

• (p.6) Why do you think Ana wants to be back in her house reading? 

• (p.10) How would it feel to only own one book and not be able to go to school? 

• (p.16) What do you think gave the Biblioburro his idea to bring books to children? 

• (p.24) Why does it take so long for the Biblioburro to return? 

• (index) I wonder what’s in this index. (reader: look through and pick out several examples of what’s in an index). 

AFTER READING  

Use these after reading the story to help students understand what they just read: 

• How long do you think it took for the Biblioburro to deliver his books each day? 

• What do you think the author’s message was to the reader? 

• What things about Ana’s life are different from your life? How are your lives the same? 

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• (cover) If you think you know what a biblioburro is, put your hand on your head. (Reader: call on several students 

for their answers.) 

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• Pair up with a friend and discuss how you would bring books to those who do not have them. 

SMALL-GROUP IDEAS  

1. DISCUSSION ACTIVITY  

• Conduct a picture walk and let students find their favorite page and tell why. 

• How does the illustrator show what Ana was dreaming about? 

• How did you feel when you got to keep your first book? 

• How does rereading the book make Ana feel? Have you ever read a book more than once? 

• How is the Biblioburro making a difference in his community? 

• Look at the maps below and talk about where the real Biblioburro lives. 

Suggested Optional Activity: 

• Watch the 5-minute video Biblioburro - The Donkey Library 

1. WRITING ACTIVITY 

• Write about an experience where you had to wait a long time for someone to return. 

2. EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

• Write and draw a picture of you helping your community in a way that will benefit others. 

https://youtu.be/wuTswmx9TQU

