
WORDS ALIVE: WANGARI’S TREES OF PEACE 
 

TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Environmental 

protection 

• Resources 

• Women’s rights 

 

Tips for every book! 

 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

 

WANGARI’S TREES OF 
PEACE 

WANGARI’S TREES OF PEACE  

AUTHOR:  JEANETTE WINTER 

ILLUSTRATOR:  JEANETTE WINTER 

See a video of the book read aloud here: Wangari's Trees of Peace 

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

As a young girl growing up in Kenya, Wangari was surrounded by trees. But years later when 

she returns home, she is shocked to see whole forests being cut down, and she knows that 

soon all the trees will be destroyed. So Wangari decides to do something—and starts by 

planting nine seedlings in her own backyard. And as they grow, so do her plans. This true 

story of Wangari Maathai, environmentalist and winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, is a shining 

example of how one woman’s passion, vision, and determination inspired great change. 

(amazon.com) 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR 

Jeanette Winter is an award-winning author and illustrator of children’s books. She has 

illustrated books for other authors and has written many self-illustrated titles. Many of 

Jeanette's books are based on true stories. She has also illustrated three books written by 

her son, Jonah Winter, including Diego a biography of Diego Rivera - winner of a New York 

Times Best Illustrated Children's Book of the Year. A BFA graduate of the University of Iowa, 

she also attended the Art Institute of Chicago. Winter currently resides in New York. 

(illinoisauthors.org)  

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and 
make predictions:  

• I wonder what the woman in the cover is doing. Where do you think the story takes 

place? Why do you think that?  

• Here is Kenya on a map of the world (or a globe). And here is the United States. 

• Do you think this book is fiction? Nonfiction? Not sure? (Reader: point out the 

subtitle “a true story from Africa.” 

• What do you think “trees of peace” are?  

 

 

https://youtu.be/YyEPUHlCnXQ


DURING THE STORY  

Use these while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content: 

• (p. 2) Why do you think Wangari and her mother have to gather firewood for cooking?  

• (p. 3) What is maize?  

• (p. 4) Have you heard of a scholarship? What do you think it is? Why do you think Wangari got a scholarship?  

• (p. 7) How does Wangari feel? How can you tell from the illustration? 

• (p. 8) Can you figure out what “barren” means? What is a seedling?  

• (p. 14) Why do you think the men laughed at the women? Did this affect their work? Why do you say that?  

• (p. 20) Why did the government men put Wangari in prison? Do you think she was right to stand in front of the 

men cutting trees? Why or why not?  

AFTER READING  

Use these after reading the story to help students understand what they just read:  

• Wangari once said, “It's the little things that citizens do. That's what will make the difference.” What do you think 

she meant?  

• Why do you think Jeanette Winter wanted to write the story about Wangari? What lesson did she want us to 

learn?  

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• (p. 22) Planting the seedlings was difficult work. Show me how you would plant a seedling. (pantomime digging 

dirt, putting the seedling in the ground, patting down the soil and watering)  

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• (p. 6) Turn to a neighbor and talk about where you think the trees went. Why are there no birds? Share back with 

the whole group.  

SMALL-GROUP IDEAS  

1. DISCUSSION ACTIVITY  

• Conduct a picture walk through the book. Have students retell the story using the pictures as prompts.  

• Let’s look at the map (or globe) to see how far away Wangari had to go for college. What else do you notice about 

Kenya? (location, size, etc.)  

• The end of the book has a short biography of Wangari. Let’s read it together. (Reader: explain the Nobel Peace 

Prize) How do you think Wangari helped bring peace to her country?  

• Wangari had a mission. What is a mission? What was her mission? How did she make it happen?  

• How did Wangari show perseverance?  

• Do you think Wangari was a brave woman? Why or why not?  

• Why was the forest important to Wangari! How did replanting the forest help her community?  

• (p. 10) What do you think the phrase “planting seeds of hope” means? 

• In protecting the trees that the government people wanted to cut down, Wangari was breaking the law. Do you 

think it's ever okay to break the rules? Explain your thinking. Can you think of other people who have tried to make 

changes by breaking rules? (e.g. Martin Luther King, Cesar Chavez)  

• (p. 18) Wangari says, “We need a park more than we need an office building.” Do you agree? Why or why not?  

• How did Wangari help women in Kenya? Do you think women can do jobs men can do? Why or why not?  

• If someone asked you what the message of this book is, what would you tell them?  

 

 



Suggested Optional Activity: 

• (Reader: download/print/show on tablet pictures of trees in Kenya.) How does the environment benefit from these 

trees? (shade, animal habitats, firewood, enriching the soil) What would our city be like without trees?  

2. WRITING ACTIVITY 

• How did Wangari make her home a better place? What is one thing you can do to make your home a better place? 

Write or draw your answer. 

3. EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

• Fold your paper in half. On one side draw a picture of what Wangari’s home would look like if she had never come 
back from college to plant new trees. On the other side, draw a picture of what her home looked like with its 
“umbrella” of trees.  

COMMON CORE LINKS 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RIT. 1.1,1.2,1.4,1.7  


