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TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Animals 

• Nests 

• Guessing 

 

Tips for every book! 

 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

 

WHOSE NEST? 

WHOSE NEST?  

AUTHOR:  VICTORIA COCHRANE 

ILLUSTRATOR:  GUY TROUGHTON 

See a video of the book read aloud here: Whose Nest? 

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

A lift-the-flap book for preschoolers and beginning readers, Whose Nest? is a beautifully 

illustrated introduction to nests of all descriptions and their inhabitants. It might be a tree frog or 

a gecko, a dormouse or a rabbit, a duckling or an eagle! Can you guess whose nest? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Victoria Cochrane penned her first story about a squirrel snuggled in a cozy nest at the age of five, 

and has since written several books for children and young adults. A native New Yorker, Victoria 

now lives with her husband in London, England. (book jacket) 

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR 

Guy Troughton painted his first bird at four years of age and hasn’t stopped since. After 

completing a zoology degree in London, Guy began to illustrate and paint full-time. Renowned for 

his watercolors, Guy’s award-winning work has been published in countless natural history 

publications, and his wildlife paintings are held in collections around the world. He loves the 

challenge of painting outdoors where everything is unpredictable. When Guy is not in his studio 

painting, he is busy teaching, sharing his love of art. Born in Surrey, England, Guy now lives in 

Sydney, Australia, with his wife and their two sons. (book jacket) 

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these prompts before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and 
make predictions:  

• (cover) I notice there’s only one name on the cover – but this time it’s just the 

illustrator’s. I wonder if there are any words in this story.  

• (cover) I was curious, so I looked inside the book and the author’s name is on the last 

page of the book! Strange. 

• (cover) What are we looking at in this illustration? 

• (title page) What are we looking at now? 

• We’re going to get hints about what animal made each nest. Look and listen carefully to 

see if you can figure it out before the answer is revealed. 

https://youtu.be/wvv5ImjyJt8


  



DURING THE STORY  

Use these prompts while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content:  

• (p. 2) Is this nest on the ground or in a tree? 

• (p. 2) What might brambles be? (a prickly scrambling vine or shrub, especially a blackberry or other wild shrub of the rose 

family) 

•  (p. 4) Why do you think the nest gets bigger every year? (eagles build onto last year’s nest) 

• (p. 5) There’s a big clue on this page as to whose nest this is. Listen carefully. 

• (p. 6) Some words on this page, and others, are larger than the rest of the words. I wonder if you can help me figure out 

why. 

• (p. 9) Where do you think the fluffy fur comes from? 

• (p. 13) Do you see the clue on this page? (tail of the gecko in the lower left) 

AFTER READING  

Use these prompts after reading the story to help students understand what they just read:  

• This a book filled with facts about each nest and animal. Does that mean it’s non-fiction or fiction? 

• Has anyone in the room seen any of these nests? If so, where did you see them? Did you know that you can see some at the 

zoo too? 

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• (p. 8) Help me count the number of clownfish in this illustration. 

• (p. 12) What sound does the bee make? 

• (p. 14) Geckos can climb walls. Remain seated and show me how you think they do move up a wall. 

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• (p. 2) Turn to your neighbor and whisper in their ear what you think the word we use when an animal takes a long winter 

nap. It’s okay if you don’t know. (Reader: give them 30 seconds or less) If you said “hibernation”, put your hands on your 

mouth. If you thought it was something else or didn’t know, put your hands on your ears. 

 

SMALL-GROUP IDEAS  

1. DISCUSSION ACTIVITY  

• What other types of nests have you seen around town, or at the zoo? (spiders, flamingos, sparrow, etc.) 

• Let’s go through each page of the book to see if we can find the hidden clues. (p. 1: tail; p. 3: feather; p. 5: in the word 

“tadpoles”; p. 7: hiding in the coral; p. 9: rabbit tail in bushes; p. 11: butterfly or bee; p. 13: gecko tail; p. 16: hummingbird 

beak on nest) 

Suggested Optional Activity: 

• Guessing game: print out images of various animals, 2 copies of each animal. Glue one copy onto cardstock, 4 to 

a page. Cut them out. From the second copy, cut out a 1” or 2” section that will be pasted onto the back side of 

the cardstock to serve as a clue. Have the students guess what each animal is by looking at the side with the 1”-

2” square. 

2. WRITING ACTIVITY 

• There are a lot of new words in this story. Let’s write down a few and see if we can tell what they mean from 

how they’re used. 



3. EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

• Create a simple matching game by photocopying the nests from the book and printing images on animals from 
the Internet for each of the nests. Glue images onto index cards or other cardstock. Have students match the 
animal with the nest, using the book as needed. 

COMMON CORE LINKS 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.K1, K.2, K.4, K.5, K.6, K.7, K.10 


