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Words Alive Donates Thousands of New Books to San Diego Children 
 

San Diego organization’s Read Aloud program serves 3,600 children in 135 classrooms at 27 San Diego schools. 
 
San Diego, Calif. (Dec. 12, 2016) — Thousands of children 
will have a new book to read this school year, following the 
Winter Book Giveaway by San Diego-based Words Alive. 
 
As a leading nonprofit literacy organization that inspires a 
commitment to reading and develops shared reading 
experiences for children, youth and families, Words Alive is 
giving each child in its Read Aloud Programs a new book to 
add to their home library during a Dec. 12-16 book giveaway. 
The Read Aloud program currently serves 3,600 children in 
135 classrooms at 27 San Diego schools. 
 
“Our mission is to open opportunities for life success by 
inspiring a commitment to reading,” said Patrick Stewart, 
executive director of Words Alive. “We help underserved 
children, teens and families use reading to change their lives.” 
 
In the Read Aloud program, trained volunteers read aloud each week to children from low income communities at early 
childhood education and Title 1 eligible elementary school sites across San Diego. As a classroom-based program, Words 
Alive partners with elementary schools, Head Start and child development centers to share a love of reading with 
children in preschool through third grade. 
 
“An improvement I have seen in my students is in their engagement and conversations about texts,” said Renee Werner, 
a second grade teacher at Edison Elementary in City Heights. “The volunteers did a great job presenting students with 
questions and giving them praise and validation in their responses either right or wrong. This led to more students 
sharing their voice during reading.”  
 
Give the gift of reading this holiday season to help support the mission of Words Alive. Words Alive counts on the 
generosity of dedicated volunteers and supporters throughout the greater San Diego community. There are a variety of 
fun and meaningful ways to get involved, such as becoming a volunteer reader, hosting a book drive or sponsoring a 
classroom of books. For more information, visit www.wordsalive.org. 
 
About Words Alive 
 
Founded in 1999, Words Alive is a nonprofit organization that helps underserved, low-income, at-risk children, teens and 
families discover how books and reading can add meaning to their lives. Words Alive engages its program participants in 
developing a connection to reading with innovative programs and initiatives with the goal of creating lifelong readers 
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and learners. For more information about Words Alive, its programs, volunteer opportunities and sponsorship 
opportunities, visit www.wordsalive.org.  
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