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San Diego's Words Alive Expands Family Literacy Program to Orange County 

San Diego, Calif. (December 7, 2016) — Words Alive, a leading nonprofit literacy organization that inspires a 
commitment to reading and develops shared reading experiences for children, youth and families, has partnered with 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Garden Grove to provide the Words Alive Family Literacy Program for children ages 0-5 and their 
parents and caregivers in Orange County.  
 
This new partnership was made possible through the Champions for Children’s Literacy: We Can Read Orange County! 
grant. A collaborative funding initiative through Children & Families Commission of Orange County, Orange County 
Community Foundation, and Orange County United Way. The grant was created to ensure children are on track for 
grade level reading by third grade. Words Alive and Boys & Girls Clubs of Garden Grove (BGCGG) have partnered to run 
Words Alive Family Literacy program at multiple locations this school year. The grant will allow BGCGG to serve more 
than 300 children and their families with the seven-week program.  
 
“Our mission is to open opportunities for life success by inspiring a commitment to reading,” said Patrick Stewart, 
executive director of Words Alive. “We help underserved children, teens and families use reading to change their lives.” 
 
Literacy, or the ability to consistently comprehend meaning from text, is a gateway skill to positive life outcomes, and 
development of that skill starts early.  
 
There is overwhelming academic consensus that the preschool years (ages 3-5) are a crucial period of pre-literacy 
development and that children of parents who foster literacy-rich environments are more likely to start kindergarten 
with the pre-literacy skills they need to learn to read. Family literacy is an educational method based on a three-pronged 
philosophy including parenting education, time for children and parents to work and learn together, and time for 
children to develop their own literacy and learning skills.  
 
In this way, family literacy zones in on lifelong learning for the entire family. Parents and children – both generations – 
learn best when they learn together. Family literacy programs give parents the support needed to achieve their families’ 
educational goals and fulfill their role as their child’s first teacher.  
 
Based on preliminary results from the first cohort of families to complete the program in Garden Grove, children ages 3-
5 showed an average 30 percent gain in pre-literacy skills. More importantly, parents have reported an increased 
understanding in how preschool-age children learn, how to create language rich environments, and when looking at 
books together, parents are helping their children connect what they read to life experiences. All of these factors will 
lead to a family who loves learning and a child that will be ready for school.  For more information on Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Garden Grove, Words Alive Family Literacy program go to www.BGCGG.org.  
 
About Words Alive 
 
Founded in 1999, Words Alive is a nonprofit organization that helps underserved, low-income, at-risk children, teens and 
families discover how books and reading can add meaning to their lives. Words Alive engages its program participants in 

mailto:Susan@wordsalive.org
http://www.bgcgg.org/


developing a connection to reading with innovative programs and initiatives with the goal of creating lifelong readers 
and learners. For more information about Words Alive, its programs, volunteer opportunities and sponsorship 
opportunities, visit www.wordsalive.org.  
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