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THE NAPPING HOUSE  

AUTHOR: AUDREY WOOD 

ILLUSTRATOR: DON WOOD  

See a video of the book read aloud here: The Napping House 

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

The Napping House is a cumulative tale about a cozy bed, a snoring granny, a dreaming child, a 

dozing dog, and a snoozing cat. One by one the characters snuggle up in a pile until a tiny 

unwelcome guest appears on the scene. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

When I was two, I traveled with my parents to San Miguel de Allende, Mexico, where they studied 

art. When I was in the first grade, I wanted to grow up to be an artist like my father. Then, in the 

fourth grade, I decided I'd like to be a children's book author. As an adult who writes and 

illustrates children's books, I have realized both my childhood ambitions. 

(www.audreywood.com) 

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR 

In the sixth grade, I decided to be an artist. I could never find pieces of paper big enough. My 

mother would iron the crinkles out of the paper the laundry was wrapped in and give it to me. At 

last! A giant piece of paper! From then on, laundry day was art day. I attended college at the 

University of California at Santa Barbara and did graduate work in art at the California College of 

Arts and Crafts. After I met and married Audrey, who was writing children’s books, it seemed 

natural for me to illustrate one of her books, and I have been illustrating children's picture books 

ever since. (www.audreywood.com) 

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

Use these prompts before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and 
make predictions:  

• (cover) How many people/animals are napping? Let’s count them together! 

• (open out the cover to show front and back simultaneously) What additional information 
do we get by opening the cover like this? (e.g. where the bed is located; what else is in 
the room) 

• (title page) There are two names on the title page, but it’s not clear who wrote the book 
and who drew the illustrations. Maybe they worked on the book together, sometimes 
writing and sometimes illustrating. 

• (title page) We can tell a little about the weather by looking closely at this page. How can 
we tell it’s raining? 

TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Rainy days 

• Cumulative 

stories 

 

Tips for every book! 

 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

 

THE NAPPING HOUSE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EmESJipTi7o&list=PLsxhaZKvViNrKZDoiKTT_a7blFTit-0zc&index=167&t=2s


DURING THE STORY  

Use these prompts while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content: 
• (p. 2) Who is sleeping in this room? (Granny, child, dog, cat, mouse, and flea) If we look very closely, we can find a flea!  

• (p. 7) I wonder why Granny doesn’t wake up. 

• (pp. 9-14) Some of these words repeat on every page. You can read with me as we go from page to page. 

• (p. 12) There are a lot of words on this page that mean the same thing. Let’s read them. (slumbering, snoozing, dozing, etc.) 

When a word means the same thing as another word it’s called a synonym.  

• (p. 14) What do you think a wakeful flea is? 

• (p. 15) I wonder what happens next. Do you have any ideas? 

• (p. 17) Where have we seen this illustration before? (on the cover) 

• (p. 28) What’s the weather like now? Everyone’s outside! What are they doing? 

AFTER READING  

Use these prompts after reading the story to help students understand what they just read: 

• What do you think “a cozy bed” is? What does it feel like? 

• What do you think everyone will do, now that the sun’s out? 

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• If you take a nap, put your hands over your ears. If you do not, put your hands over your mouth. Looks like most of you (do 

or don’t) take naps. 

• (p. 2) Let me hear you snore like Granny. 

• (p. 12) Clap out the syllables as you say the word “synonym”. 

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• (p. 14) Let’s count together how many people and animals there are on the bed. 

SMALL-GROUP IDEAS  

1. DISCUSSION ACTIVITY  

• What do you like to do when it’s rainy, dark, and cold outside? 

• (p. 2) What do you think the pitcher and bowl are for? Why is it in the bedroom? 

• Let’s go through the book, page by page, and observe where each person/animal is before they climb onto the bed. Where 

they are on the pages that follow. Can you find the flea on all pages? 

• (pp. 16-27) How many different ways did everyone get woken up? (bites, scares, claws, thumps, bumps) 

• (pp. 26-27) How is everyone feeling on these two pages? How can we tell? How else might they have felt after the bed 

breaks? 

• Did you notice how the view out the window changes toward the end of the story? Let’s look again.  

• This story reminds me of There Was an Old Woman Who Swallowed a Fly. Can you tell me how they are similar? 

Suggested Optional Activity: 

• Write a sentence about what the child is dreaming about, and then draw a picture to illustrate the dream. 

2. WRITING ACTIVITY 

• Write three synonyms for the word “cozy.” (Reader: or any word from the story that would have at least three synonyms) 

3. EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

• Print out photos/clipart of the six characters in the story (Granny, child, dog, cat, mouse, flea) and glue them onto six pieces 

of cardstock. Draw or print out a bed. Have the students put the characters onto the bed in the order they got onto the bed 

in the story. 

 

COMMON CORE LINKS 



Common Core links: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.1, K.2, K.3, K.4, K.5, K.6, K.7, K.9, K.10 

 

 


