
Purpose
Using our fingerprints as our primary artist tool will help young artists connect what it was like for Ivan to create.
Sometimes the lack of a paintbrush can lead to a personal discovery of your strength and ability to adapt during
challenging times.
The journaling aspect will help artists distinguish ideas about themselves that are assumed by their peers compared
to hidden parts of their identity they shy away from sharing with others. This lesson is less of a confessional, but more
of an exercise of non judgemental observation: what parts of you are you comfortable with people assuming about you
and what parts of you are you more private about? There are no wrong answers. 
Young artists will be tasked with assigning each color they are given to an emotion, mood, or feeling that represents
how they fill in different facets of their lives: school life, home life, life with peers.

Key Quotes from the Book
“Humans leave their fingerprints behind, sticky with candy, sticky with sweat. Each night, a weary man comes to
wipe them away”
“But even though I draw the same things over and over again, I never get bored with my art. When I’m drawing, that’s
all I think about. I don’t think about where I am, about yesterday or tomorrow. I just move my crayons across the
paper. Humans don’t always seem to recognize what I’ve drawn. They squint, cock their heads, murmur. I’ll draw a
banana, a perfectly lovely banana, and they’ll say, “It’s a yellow airplane!” or “It’s a duck without wings!” That’s all
right. I’m not drawing for them. I’m drawing for me.”
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The One and Only Ivan

by Katherine Applegate

Alma Thomas, who is now

recognized as a major American

painter of the 20th century, was a

Black artist and teacher known for

exuberant, colorful abstract paintings

Art Vocabulary
ABSTRACT ART:  A style of art that does not look realistic. It is often characterized by the use of geometric line and
shapes, bold and bright colors
REPETITION: One object or shape that is repeated, meaning to be exactly the same over and over again
RADIATE: To spread out from a center point, like sun rays
WARM COLORS: A grouping of colors that includes reds, yellows, and oranges
COOL COLORS: A grouping of colors that includes greens, blues, and violets
CONCENTRIC CIRCLES: Circles with a common center, like a target



Materials Needed: Cardstock (or heavy, smooth paper), Markers, Scissors, various sized circular objects/lids to trace
Find your Art Vocabulary Definitions on the other side of this page.

Objective: Use shape, repetition, and color to create an abstract art piece representing reflection and identity

1. Find your paper with two 5.5” circles on it. If you don’t have the accompanying supply kit, draw two 5.5” circles on your paper. You
can find something to trace for your circle, or freehand it.

2. Choose two markers. Think about what those colors represent to you. Are they warm or cool colors?

3. Lightly trace/freehand 2 to 3 smaller concentric circles inside your two 5.5” circle to use as guidelines.

4. Let’s start with fingerprints. Use the marker to color the tip of your index finger. Quickly stamp it in the middle of your circle (the
bullseye of your target).

5. Now, switch to your second color marker. Color the tip of a different finger, and stamp that finger repeatedly to create a ring
around the middle fingerprint. You will need to reapply the marker after every third or so print. Don’t worry, it will wash off at the end!

6. Continue to create fingerprint rings in concentric circles, alternating between your two colors, starting in the middle and
radiating out until you reach the outside edge. Enjoy the meditative process of repetition, repeating the same task, over and over, to
create your abstract art.

7. Let’s move to the second circle. We will use a similar process, this time with the text from your journal prompts. Start with your first
color. Copy your text into the circle, following the curve. Each ring should contain a separate thought. Alternate colors as you work
through the concentric circles. Notice that the outside rings can hold more text than the tiny space in the center of your circle. How
does it feel to write in a circle, moving the paper slowly as you go? Continue writing and alternating colors until the text circle is
complete.

8. (If you did not receive pre-cut circles) cut your two circles out. Use a pencil to write Words Alive, your name (first name and last
initial), school, and contact (email or a phone number) on the back. Press lightly so your words don’t show through the paper.

9. Place your completed circles in the stamped envelope and drop in a mailbox. If you don’t have a provided envelope, please mail to
ArtReach at 2210 Columbia Street, San Diego, CA 92101. Students who submit their final work will be entered to win a raffle item
(educational toys, art supply bundles, etc).

10. Just as your fingerprint was only one dot in your larger artwork, your completed circle will be one dot in a *giant* circle. Join us
for a virtual culminating event to see how your individual Identity Circle is collaboratively installed to create this Community Circle
temporary mural! Event details to come.

11. Bonus - Do it again! Teach your family the technique you learned today. How do your fingerprints differ? What else can you make
with fingerprint art? What other shapes can you bend your words to fill?
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